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FADE UP opening animation

SFX: the sounds of the woods at night

We travel through the woods

We arrive at the camp fire

“Boy Scouts” appears in the smoke

The frame moves down to a silhouette of WD Boyce and the unknown scout with the words “Because I Am a scout”

Scout appears blowing bugle

Title graphic appears beside him “Volunteers Count”

Photos of early leaders, first insignia

Montage: Photos with graphic ID’s - Roosevelt, Taft, Wilson, Harding, Coolidge, Hover, FDR, Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, Ford, Carter, Reagan, Bush & Clinton

Montage of photos of James West and footage or stills of very early scouting activities

A scout master leads a troop in the pledge of allegiance

Close-up scoutmaster working with scouts

“Scouting for Boys,” and all eleven editions of the Boy Scouts of America “Handbook for Boys, ” 

Montage of Boy’s Life covers through the years

“Handbook for Scoutmasters” and montage of “Scouting” covers

Animated chart showing growth of professional organization

Chart of council system with photo illustrations of each level

Troop of scouts stand and recite the oath 

.

GRAPHICS: laws over photo illustrations of each 

Twelfth law holds, montage of scouts meeting in churches of different denominations comes up under it

Montage of scouts meeting in schools and logos of chartered civic organizations

Original charter? Scouts-in-congress photo?

Early cub scouting activities

Early Sea Scouts and/or Explorer activities, especially the Mormon’s Vanguards

Philmont activities

Career Awareness, Learning for Life and Venturing activities

Montage of good turn programs through the years, starting with Safe and Saner 4th of July

“Help Win the War” posters and scouts selling Liberty Bonds

1913 Ohio & Indiana floods, 1921 Colorado & Texas floods, 1925 Illinois tornado, 1927 Mississippi & Vermont floods, St. Louis tornado

1934 nationwide Good Turn

WW II activities, Eisenhower & McArthur medals

“Shirts Off Our Back” and “Strengthen the Arm of Liberty” posters, Scouts collecting clothing

The National Conservation Good Turn, the National Safety Good Turn and Get Out the Vote campaign photos and posters

World’s Fair, Scouting Can Make a Difference and Strengthen America’s Heritage programs

Keep America Beautiful Day activities

Disabled scout activities, Drugs: A Deadly Game, Child Abuse: Let’s Talk About It and Sexual Abuse: How to Deal With It literature

Conservation Handbook, conservation activities, food drives, Hurricane Andrew relief, America’s Promise activities

Montage of famous scouts and scout leaders

Montage of scouts receiving awards

Oregon hero receiving award, scout helping old person across a street

Montage of contemporary scouting activities with leaders featured prominently, including council meetings

Montage of volunteers being presented awards

ANIMATION: “Volunteers Count”

Closing sequence featuring Baden Powell

BADEN POWELL:  

End on BSA seal


SFX: the sounds of the woods at night

NARRATOR:  

In a world in which it is so very easy 

for a young man to lose his way 

there is still one compass 

that points straight and true -- 

the Boy Scouts of America -- 

where, above all else, character counts -- and good turns are still done... 

voluntarily.

SFX: bugle blows reveille

MUSIC IN: thoughtful contemporary theme

NARRATOR: Through the voluntary efforts of W.D. Boyce, Edward M. Robinson, Ernest Thompson Seton, Dan Beard and other youth leaders of the day, the Boy Scouts of America was incorporated on February 8, 1910, for the purpose of helping American boys become “physically strong, mentally awake and morally straight.”

That same year, U.S. President William Howard Taft accepted the position of Honorary President of the Boy Scouts of America, former U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt was designated “Chief Scout Citizen,” and U.S Presidents have been among scouting’s most ardent supporters ever since.

In 1911, James E. West accepted an offer to become the first Chief Scout Executive and found that his greatest challenge was finding men to act as leaders in scouting’s quest for character.

He envisioned that, in America, Scouting could -- and should -- be led... 

DIFFERENT VOICE in a scratchy, old-

sounding recording):  

“by men who have volunteered their service because of their interest in boys and their enthusiasm for those principles and activities which constitute the program of Scouting.”

To help these volunteers train the boys in the ways of scouting, the early leaders used Baden Powell’s “Scouting for Boys” as a model and developed the Boy Scouts of America “Handbook for Boys, ” which, this year, is in its eleventh edition.

They also established “Boy’s Life” as the official Boy Scouts of America magazine, now in its eighty-seventh year of publication.

To help train the volunteers themselves, “Scouting” magazine and the “Handbook for Scoutmasters” were developed, both of which are still cornerstones of the volunteer training program.

To support the volunteer scoutmasters organizationally, the Committee on Permanent Organization and Field Supervision established professional regional leadership positions... 

...and a nationwide system of local Boy Scout Councils whose professional members became known as “the men behind the men behind the boys.”

SFX: sound of boys reciting oath head under next sentence.

To give scouts a crystal clear model of just what strong character is, the Boy Scout Laws were developed, expressing values that have stood the test of time.

A Boy Scout is trustworthy.

A Boy Scout is loyal.

A Boy Scout is helpful.

A Boy Scout is friendly.

A Boy Scout is courteous.

A Boy Scout is kind.

A Boy Scout is obedient.

A Boy Scout is cheerful.

A Boy Scout is thrifty.

A Boy Scout is brave.

A Boy Scout is clean.

A Boy Scout is reverent.

This twelfth law is especially important, not only because it established the importance of religious faith, but because it brought the support and stability of America’s churches to the Boy Scout movement -- many of whom became chartered scouting organizations. 

With the churches on board, schools and civic organizations started becoming chartered organizations and extending scouting into more and more communities.

In 1916, Scouting was officially recognized by the U.S. Congress, when they granted the Boy Scouts a Federal Charter and passed legislation authorizing an official uniform. 

Scouting also gained the support of philanthropists.  Thanks to a substantial grant from the Laura Spelman Rockefeller Foundation, the character building value of scouting was extended to a younger age group with the formation of the Cub Scouts in 1929. 

The first program for older boys was the Sea Scouts, initiated in 1913 and expanded in 1935 into the Explorer Scouts, which soon absorbed a number of unofficial programs for older boys from around the country, which today is known as Venturing..

In 1938, this program began offering one of scouting’s most memorable experiences, when Oklahoma oil man Waite Phillips donated the Philmont Scout Ranch to the Boy Scouts of America to train Scouts in advanced camping and survival skills.

And affiliated programs like “Learning for Life” and “Career Awareness” were developed to help prepare Scouts for adulthood.

Throughout their history, the Boy Scouts of America have not only talked the talk of character building, they’ve walked the walk -- especially in times of national challenge -- with good turns that have strengthened our nation, our society and our environment. 

Scouts raised over $140M in Liberty Bonds during World War I.

In the ‘20’s, the Scouts began providing aid and relief after natural disasters, a tradition that continues to this day.

During the Great Depression, Scouts collected almost 2 million articles of clothing and supplies for the needy. 

In World War II, Scouts joined the war effort by distributing defense bond and stamp posters; collecting aluminum, wastepaper and 30 million pounds of rubber; planting Victory Gardens and serving the Office of Civil and Defense Mobilization as messengers, emergency medical assistants and fire watchers.

After the war, Scouts helped win the peace through good turns like the “Shirts Off Our Back” program to aid Scouts abroad, the “Strengthen the Arm of Liberty” program, through which 2 million pounds of clothing were collected for domestic and foreign relief.

In the ‘50’s, Scouts further strengthened the nation through The National Conservation Good Turn, the National Safety Good Turn and Get Out the Vote campaigns in which scouts distributed millions of posters and Liberty Bell doorknob hangers.

During the ‘60’s, over 3000 scouts served our nation at the New York World’s Fair, and through efforts like the Scouting Can Make a Difference and the Strengthen America’s Heritage programs.

In the ‘70’s, the first Scouting Keep America Beautiful Day was held, beginning an annual event during which millions of tons of litter are picked up every year. 

During the ‘80’s the Boy Scouts won multiple awards for their work with the disabled, adding 200,000 disabled youth to their membership.  The ‘80’s also saw good turns devoted to fighting drug abuse, child abuse and sexual abuse.

And the Scouts’ tradition of good turns continues, with programs to teach conservation skill, disaster relief programs, food drives that have netted over 100 million containers of food for the needy and “America’s Promise - The Alliance for Youth” through which almost 4 1/2 million scouts donated almost 53 million hours of community service.

Through the years, these good turns have built good men, by strengthening the character of boys who became leaders of our nation and champions of our values.

And today that process continues -- more vibrant than ever -- as each generation of Scouts inspires the next to live the oath, follow the law and lead the way.

From inspirational acts of heroism to countless daily acts of kindness, Scouting makes the world a better place -- and it’s all made possible... by the work of volunteers.  

Through the advice and the guidance and the knowledge they provide... the meetings and the camp-outs and the activities they lead... and the time and the effort and the concern they give so freely....

...the volunteer leaders of the Boy Scouts have fostered and nurtured the very finest aspects of the American national character.

For the Boy Scouts...

and for the United States of America...

Volunteers Count!

BADEN POWELL:  

“And we teach them character so that they may succeed in life.”

MUSIC: crescendo and out



